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court of the princely dwelling, he will be amazed, and
ask many a question as he walks up to the gates.
And if he goes within, he will sec on either side
buildings decorated with stone and wainscoted with
wood of various colours. And if he goes yet further
into the courtyard he will behold lofty palaces
and churches, bedecked with countless stones and
wood and frescoes without, and with marble and
copper and silver and gold within. Such grandeur
he has never seen before, for in his own land there
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are only miserable huts of straw. Beside himself
with astonishment, he will scarce believe his eyes.
But if he perchance espy the prince sitting in his
robe covered with pearls, with a chain of coins round
his neck and bracelets on his wrists, girt about with a
purple girdle and a sword of gold at his side, while
on either hand his nobles are seated with golden
chains, girdles, and bracelets upon them ; then will he
answer when one asks him on his return home what
he has seen: 41 know not how to describe it; only
thine own eyes could comprehend such splendour/ "
In the seventeenth century there was still existing
near Preslav a huge wall, dating from pre-Turkish